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sone of us are beginning to ask is, whatthe body has not done,
and | suspect it still has not done, is ask sone key questions,

and that is, is the systemwe have now efficiently operating'?
Is the system we have now capabl eand able of adding people to
meet the need? |s the systemwe have now abusing g¢ome of the
areas that they currently have? Are the backlog today because
the efficiency is at peak and we just have too many, ., is the
backl og, could the backlog pe reduced by efficiency of the
systen? By passing of this bill, are we rewarding negative
behavi or or poor behavior and efficiency, orare we saying, yes,
you are doing atotally efficient job andhere is mire to” 4q
you? Last year, these questions were raised and the bill as
not advanced. The Judiciary Conmmittee said that they were going
to do a study on this particularaspect of our juvenile court
system ook at the number of days that judges sat, |gok at the

number of cases, look at he number of vacation, |ook at the
nunber of hours they were not sitting, andso on, look at his
comruni cati ons. I got communications | ast year fromdeputy

county attorneys, fromcounty attorneys, and |awyers stating we
have a serious problemw th our juvenile court system g4nqit may
not be just the backlog, it may be within the gsystemitself.

Naybe Senator Ashford can answer this question for me . The
Judiciary Conmittee stated on the floor |ast year that they were
going to | ook into these areas. Did they Icok in this area in
the interin? Did they come up with any concl usi ons?

SENATOR ASHFORD: You know, | don't know \yhether they did or

didn't  because | wasn't a part of the study, Senator Bernard

Stevens. | guess...| thought you and I have talked about it

several times and | think, you know, | thought we had sort of

resolved it between ourselves but naybe there 46 some things

that in our discussions that we didn' t...l didn't adequaterqy

answer and | would be happv to do that jf you have specific
questions. I don' t...l mnot sure there was &tudy over the
sumer or not, | wasn't part of it.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  veah, thank you, Senator Ashford.

|
guess that's one of the problems "1 have andit's kind of
notwi thstanding the nerits of the bill, Senator Ashford. One of
the problems that | had is that | had a motion gnd actually an
amendnent to postpone or bracket the bill until a study coul'd be
done and | withdrew t hose motions | ast year with the
under standing that a study would be done gpg, specifically, we
had the wording that and the guidance that, yes, we will once
again study this area and come up with some information.
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